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London, April 25, 1713. 
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SIR, 


” 'S 
4 


had rais'd the Expectation of the Town to a 
reat Height, and now has juſtly ſatisfy'd it, to 
e Play I will leave you for Conviction ; but ſince 
ou delr d ſome Obfervations from me, which you 
ere pleas d to think would make the Reading 
ore agreeable and uſeful to you, I ſhall give you 
dme with the ſame Freedom you requeſted them. 


In the firſt place I ſhall preſent to you a general 
dea of the main Character of CA 7 O, that you 
nay the better obſerve with what juſtneſs and Pro- 
8271 his Character with all his Sentiments is pre- 


The next Head that I propoſe, is, to point out 
o you how juſtly all the other Characters are di- 
inguiſh'd from each other, and made ſubſervi- 
nt to the Conduct of the whole. C01 


And for a Concluſion, I will endeavour to hint 
t ſome extraordinary Beauties, and ſhow how ex- 
tly they are conformable, not only to the true 
pirit of Poetry, but the heſt Rules of Criticiſm. ' 


In order to form a general Idea of CATO, you 

Wnuſt have a View of the Scene of Affairs in which 

e acted, an Ape full of Vice and Corruption, de. 
85 A 2 bauch;g 
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Here ſend you the Tragedy of C ATO, which 
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4 Deze Tien upon CAT O. 


bauch 'd from their old generous Roman Ho of? 
abounding with plots. and Couſpiracies. agai 
prefent Model of cheir.Government,_divided i! 110 et 
Parties, headed by violent and ambitious Spirits, 
and carried on Nannen the Arts of Deſign, Hypo. 
crily, aud Piffin ion; and in ſhort, 10 ch a 
ah es as CIC Q deſcribes it, it -. 0 
gerous for a goo an #6, Hazara” Brofalf 
nels, and act i phe Offices; 10 204500 Face 
ful and nean to \refire,fr Sh rh fen. In pb 
great ot 07 ppear' 17 . e 
Principles of Hobo z an 145 neither A ts 
ſeduc d by Parties, with the erveſt Notions for the 
ancient. epublic orm, and 4 hearty Zeal for it 
publickly oppoſing bth its difgulFf4 and oper Ene 
mies. When Civil. War, broke out he ſide 
indeed with O FRY. 5% a8 moſt of ths Senators ande 
Lovers of their N a, 117 thinking him | 
dangerous an Enemy SAR; and CATO 
particularly hopin RB A the dene he had owe 
5 ta reſettle — 4 upon its of Bvtioth, ef he 
n'd to prove the Conqueror. Upon theſe 
| Maas he eng 81 in the 22 War, the Kvent o 
which you very Well Enow, ſo that {that paſs that 
over, and come to the Scene of the Play, when he 
and the Remnant of his FORE Vers 159090 


by CESAR in p. e 


But 1 * you will not borgdbe we, ole | 
touch upon CAT O's:CharaRer,,as drawn by Poet 
as well as Hiſtorians ; and therefore I ſhall give youlſ 
both his publick and private one our of LUCAN 
who int tis Deſcription had as. ſtrict a Regard tc 
Truth as any Hiſtorian, his private Life, the Sim 


1 of his pers, and Habit, His Norton, her 
i 


Ozbrk vations 
ec, and his Manger of Hebavicur; are 


rheſaicellefitly- Painted th the ſecond Book which F wall 
coſventure to tranflate. | NC ? 
its — 
$3 Hi Hores, her uri incmott Carts * 1 
ige Seca fuit. 1 25 W 


heſe CAT O Merals werd; kb this the kind, 8 2 
Of His rough Sect, and His ſeverer Mind, 

\ due ptoportion u Medium to attend, | 

And think White living to reſpect his End'; "oh 

o follow Nature, - obſerve her Laws, 

'6 pour His, Eife cut in his 'Cdutitry 's Cauſe; 
From mean Idea 8 to enlarge His Mind. 5 


- it Nor think his Actions to Himfelf confin d, 
ne Nor CATO born for One, but A1 Mankind. 
de le eat for Hunger, not to pleaſe the Sense, | 5 6 


\ happy Epichr in Abſtinence,” 


lis Houſe ro keep out Cold alone did ſeem, | 
T OfKConvenichce was Magnificenee Him; 
ven Upon his Back a Hairy Gown he bore, 
Puch as His Sahmt great Forefathets wore 5 


Puch as the Face Antique“ Garbs expreſs, N 
his was his Pomp and Gajety of Dreſs 3 © © 
He ſoug he the Pleaſure of 4 chaſt Embrace, 
For One reat End, to gropagate his Race: 
everely honeſt; 5uſt without Allay, _.' 
2 the Cell non Good alone to weigh. 
At once diſereet, and fond in ev'ry view, 


| | is Couttry's Hutband, and Her Father too. 
Jets 
you His Zeal and Hearrinef for the State, aud the 
NJ nxiety of his Spirit for the Calamities that were 


ow Sufferers, and his Neglect of himfelf, are far- 
her 1 when BRUTUS is deſeritvd coming 
to 
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ikely to befal it, His generous Concern for his Fel. | 


| 
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6 QnsEzvatIONs ahn CA To. 


Reſolution. 


Big wich the Fare and Deltioy of Rome, 


tranſlate that Part of his Speech to BRUT US, 


For Rome of old her Decii could fall, | 


O! againſt Me may both their Hoſts engage; 


I would ſuſtain each Individual's Share 
Be pierc d, be gor'd, by ev'ry Murd'rer there, & 


Redeem the Nation, and attone her Guilt : 


to him. in the Dead of Night, to ask his Opini 
of the Condition of Affairs, in order 16 follow. his 


* 


| | 
Him BRUTUS found with wakeful Care oppreſt, . 
The Public Good revolving in his Breaſt : . _ 

Her Children's Fortune, and His Country's Doom 
Fearful what each might Act, and each Endure, 
But unconcern'd, and for Himſelf ſecure. 


And ſince I have gone thus far in ſhewing., his 
Character, as drawn by this Poet, Iwill attempt to 


wherein He offers himſelf a voluntary Sacrifice for 
his Country, only wiſhing that it may in ſome Man- 


ner repreſent the Beauties of the excellent Original. ir 
O! would the Gods,above, and Thoſe below, on 
In Mercy harken to their.CATO's Vow, _ ut 
And on This, willingly devoted Head - oth 


All their collected Stores of Vengaance ſhed ! 4: x 


In one Illuſtrious Ruin ſaving all. 
That thus 1 might this ſingle Life expoſe, 
To ſtop her Plagues, and expiate her Woes! _ 


Set up the the happy Mark of Public Rage: 
Hither fly every Dart, launch 1 Spear, 
And ev'ry vile Barbarian Arm ſtrike Here. 


And all their Wounds in bleeding Tranſport bear. 
Could but this Blood, for her Preſervance ſpilt, 


* Caul 


Onzrnvations n CATO. 7 
on ould this one Sacrifice prevent Her Doom, 
us nd quit the Score between her Gods and Rome. ; 


i | And now, Sir, you will eafily perceive bow a- 
7 


reeable to this the Character of CATO is ſuſtained 
hrough the whole Play; how exactly he Acts and 


mage of his Country always riſing up in his 
Thoughts, and being expreſt in ſuch a Manner, as 
s anſwerable to the Idea of that Great Man. How 
aſy the Private Concerns of Life fit upon him! and 
zow full he is of Rome! In the Second ACT, you 
ind film befieg'd and encompaſs d by CESAR, at 
tica, in Conference with a few Senators who had 
uck to the Cauſe of Liberty, in this utmoſt Exi- 
ence, not ane Word unbecoming his Roman 
pirit, regulating their Debates, and returning an 
\nſwer to CESAR with an Air ſuperiour to his 
ortune. And tho? in this Debate CATO utters 
nany Sent ences Which would not be graceful for a- 
other to ſpeak, yet according to QUINTILIAN's 
Lule, they are very proper andjuſt in him; for, 
ys the Orator, Sentences, are mf operly put in the 
Mouth of ' Men f Anthority, t # the Perſon may 
we 4 Confirmation to the Weight and Importance 
f-the Subject. Conſider, Sir, then what an Idea 
ey muſt needs have of CATO before, and you will 
lainly percei ve what an Infſuence his Reſolution, 
ave over them. 


AF 
* 


of his Soul, you will obſerve in the Third ACT, 


2 PFhere he ventures himſelf unarm'd amidſt a Band of 


| 


aulnſpirators, who, by che fingle Awe of his Virtue, | 


are 


— 


Talks as CATO ſhould, the dear Impreſſion and : | 


eliver'd in that ſolemi Mantier, muſt naturally 
ei 0702 n COP 


A ſecond Inſtance of the' Greattieſs and ſutrepidi- 
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. Fe he 700 ACT you will fg a, greater Hui 


$ QOps2RVATIONS #pan. CAT 0 


boy ſo $i that they f in 25 eee Fi 
hen it A in - Wa 

— me in Amid 7 Palſipe 'n VIRGIL, t * — 
to hear a near Alluſon n this, Aion... The Poe 
Aue Ae ſudden, Fall of the Wave 
By the 'Gealjng o the Wings, at the Westens 
1 and makes a Similitt 70 fo 


nee 
| Apa ee comps” po "by 5 4 5 15 
MN. ies 5 N 4 


And 1 $0 Bok apa Vollies FR 


And all. the ru 11 at Hye ou 95 
hen hen ſame Green Ht Ring F t. 
Th huſh their Noiſe, and lend a Biff ning Herz 4s | 
pl oths. with ſober ace t Moog, ad 


Aud Wencke heir ae Þein 8 8 Rlo och. 2310 
hing: 1344 1x} 34. 

Ry this it appears 45 5 is,norhing unnarur 

Ittri ech to Th cy CA 


16e 22 
tunity from men tene 


bert to. his Friends, an 
ſuch thing f 


4 e Darling 
goes off ps calng and {edat 
;bappened<{ 


- 718 


29030 7:17 


948 hen thg Relation of:þ 
2 A K 8050 $ Death is broughs.ta/bim: by . 
Brother POR TI Us, before the Narration is fini 
ſhed, he Hape, not af he [.9ſs f ane Ul 
ol his Behaviour z, and whenihg Beds thes 
' crys out. I g Kid {ey One ot ch Ne 


N FF Iyſtances of Rome Fopiirudo ane baker 


GsSENVATIONS h CATO, & 
nd not unlike that in CORNEILLE's T7 agtdy of 
ORACE; which becauſe perhaps you have ort 
ead, 1 will give you the Paſſage as 1 find it quoted 
Sy Monfievr BOLLEAU in His Preface ro LON- 
eSS1NUS: A Wonian who had been pteſent at the, 
»mbat of the Three Horatli with the Three Cutiatii, 
went away from the Place too ſoon, and had not 
en the End M it, tanie over haſtily to old HOR ACE; 
her Either, and told him, Two of his Sons were kil- 
4% an rh the Third, finding be ndr tt Able ra 
ale any Reſiſtance, fled away ; upon which, d Old 
Foman, full of Love to his Country, without Mourning 
: the Laſs of bis Two Sons; who had died ſo Clien, 
ies only for the ſhameful Flight of the luſt; ho, 
rys he, by ſo baſe an Action has fix'd an eternal Stain 
the Name of HORACE : And their Siſtef; wid 
as preſent, ſaying to him, What would you have 
Jad him done againſt Three? he replies bis 
1+ DIE. | | | 


But now look at this great Mat under another 
iew ; his Friendſhip, Generous Concern, and 
Wenderneſs for the Numidian Prince UBA, whoſe 
Father, by following the Fortunes of an unſuccefs* , 
1] Cauſe, had ruin'd himſelf, and involv'd his Son, 
the ſame Condition. CATO, in return, to make 
nends for His Misfortunts, is in one Place ſeaſo- 
ig his Soul with Virtuous Princples, and forming 
hg m ro true Greatneſs; in another, compaſſionating* , | 
hiſs Loſs, both of his Father and Empire, with che* -| 
eateſt Tenderneſs; and it laſt, With a ſort of 
ophecy, railing his Hopes on future Proſpects of 
iouY Dignity that would be the Reward of his Virtues, 
r of his Birth. * 


K Aer 


I 10 Oz3$3ERvATIONSimupon CAT O. 
Aſter this, we come to view him under the 
Light of his Philoſophy, which he makes uſe of toi 

form his Reſolutions upon, how beſt to:diſengage x: 
himfelf, from the World and CESAR. PLAT Os 
Book on the Immortality of the Soul lying before 
him, and his Sword, the defigned Inſtrument of 
Ris Relief, He ſettles his Reſolution for Death, 
and argues: from the Philoſopher, upon the cer- 
tainty of a Future State. I fhould wrong the 
Strength and Beauty of the Argument, by putting 
it in any Words different from thoſe of the Poer, 
therefore I will leave it wholly to your readingWhe! 
and Admiration. Obſerve only the great Variety 
in that excellent SPEECH ; his Reſolution, his 
Comfort from the Helps of Philoſophy, the Pro- 
ſpe of Eternity, the uncertainty, of the Where, 
and When! Obſerve how his Soul ſeems to ſtum- 
ble, and be ſhockt at that; and upon a View o 


the Bool and Sword, reſumes its reſolution, andi 7 
ſhaking off the Natural Abhorrence of Death, rake$iſt 
a noble Flight into Immortality. Again, how theſfthe 
Infirmities of Nature begin to overcome him, andne 
make him defer the Execution to a fitter Time rv 
TULLY, upon this Book of PLATO's, has anWan 
excellent Paſſage, which ſeems to warrant the un- er. 


certainty of CAT O's Conduct in this Place; a 
well as I can remember, it is to this Purpoſe 
& While I am reading, (ſays he) PLA TO''s Book 
« ] am allur'd and charm'd into .a Conviction of 
& the Immortality of the Soul, and its Exiſtence in 
a Future State; but, as foon as I have laid down 
the Book I relapſe into Uncertainty, and all myM1t 
& former: Conviction ſlides away from me. 


OzsERVATIONS won CAT O. rr. 
"But to return to = Play : CATO, after a found 
leep; (the Bleffing of a good and compoſed Mind) 
xecutes his Purpoſe, and is brought in Wounded 
before his Son, Daughter and Friends; and even 
n the Agonies of Death ſhews a kind Concern for 
hem all, and makes them as happy as they could 
de without him; and then with an Abhorrence of 
"We World, and a ſeeming Diſtruſt of his Conduct, 

xpires in a Prayer to the Gods. l | 


And now, Sir, you have feen CATO under alt 
heſe Views, excellently diverſified ; that the Poet 
ight ſhew every Part of his Character in the fair- 
ſt and trueſt Light ; I cannot queſtion but that as 
ou will be much affected with the Sentiments of 
e Hero, fo you will be exceedingly pleafed with 
e Judgments of the Poet. 


The next Thing that I promis'd you was the 
Diſtinction of the remaining Characters from each 
cher, this being a particular Happineſs in the pre- 
nt Performance, and having been ſo little ob- 
rv'd by others, infomuch that in many of our 
amous Plays, they are ſo confounded, that if we 
ere to ſhut our Eyes, it were hardly poſſible to 
ell by the Manner the Poets make their Perſons 
Peak, whom the Character ſuited; and the Speech 
ight very often do as well for one or two other 
erſons as him who ſpeaks it. 


To begin with the Two Sons of CAT, POR- 

[US and MARCUS, whoſe Complexion, Man- 

rs and Tempers, are nicely diſtinguiſh'd ; and 

is Difference of Souls runs viſibly through the 

Pa hole Play into a friendly Diſparity of Sentiments, 
PE B 2 


n 
my 


; the 
E 


1 


o — — — —— — — — — 


| pate : They both act upon the ſame Principles 9 
Honour and Virtue, and the Example of their F: 
ther: The Elder conſiders him as a Lover of Li 


diſcovers his Love with Fire and Vehemence; thi 
Other Rivals him in all but his Rage; and know 


n * 


Character of JUBA, which is entirely new. W. 
muſt ſuppoſe this young Prince had obſerved man) 


and fired with Adminiſtration of Human Nature 
it, from the great Original which was before hi 


barous Numidian, ſince the Seeds of Genius ant 


and the Arts of civiliz'd Life. Thus the ſame Sp 
tit that exercis'd its Courage againſt Beaſts by a 
eaſie Turn, is made to exert the ſame againſt Ty 


here is eus Partieular Aſhſtance 1a This whic 


12 oss ERVATIO NS upon CATO. 


the one ſedate and calm, the other warm and paſſio- 


berty, and his Country; the Younger meerly in 
Oppoſition to CESAR: The One copies his Mc 
rality and Philoſophy, the Other ſhews; his Zeal. for 
Rome. They are both in Love with the ſame La 
dy; the Man of ſanguine Temper is free and open 


ing himſelf Maſter of the Prize, endeavours to di 
vert him by Shows of other Objects, and alway: 


5 


eompaſſionates him. 


The next part that comes under View is the 


Inſtances of CATO's Virtue in his Father's Cour 


carried to a Pitch which he never ſaw before, 1 
haveendeavoured to form himſelf to ſomething. lik 


Eyes. Nor muſt you think this ſtrange in a Bar 
Nature are the ſame in all Perſons and Places ; an 


want only proper Objects, and good Direction, ti 
cultivate and exalt them into virtuous Principle 


al; 
ranny; and he who from a natural Ingenuity coviFling 


deſpiſe the Fraud of an African, might ſoon groqpvei 


an Admirer of Roman Truth and Fidelity. An nu 


_ 


y be well ſuppoſed to produce more Wonders 
han appear in his Character, and that is his Love 


o CATO'S Daughter. His Confuſion at the Diſ- 
Li-overy of his Love to MARCIA ; His Submiſſion 
y ino the Authority of CATO 3 His Diſcourſe wich 
Mo PY PHAX on the Preference of the Arts of the Mind 


o thoſe of the Body; and in ſhort, every OE 
f his Character is admirable, 


Nor i is there a leſs Difference. in the Viainus than 
he Virtuous Parts introduc'd : SEMPRONIUS 
and SYPHAX are both Villains, Traytors and 


ff a pretended Zeal for his Country, covers his 
Deſign of going over to CESAR, and enjoying 

ARCIA. SYPHAX, by a diſſembled Aﬀection 
Wo his Prince, endeavours firſt to corrupt him, af- 
1anWerwards to leave him: The Villany of the one is 
aſh and impetuous, hid in a Torrent of Words; 
hat of the other cloſe and cautious; in ſhort, the 


reachery x as their Complexion: 
Again, LUCIUS, the Oppoſite to , SEMPRO- 


anf fected by the Deſperateneſs of his Circumſtances, 
„ that he always adviſes: Peace and Reconciliation ; 
ple: calm, merciful Diſpoſition, full of Tendernefs for 
Spipufterings of all Sorts, is his Part: It js not ſo 
y aWnych our pf Weakneſs, as from the Review of the 
TyWCalamities that afflicted his Country, that he in- 


lines to the 2 Method, in which he is ſtill 


ver- ruled by his Friendſhip to CATO; and ar con- 
nues wich him to the laſt. 


The 


Os EAV AT Ions upon CAT O 13. 


ypocrites : SEMPRONIUS under the Diſguiſe 


Is, tho? a Friend to CATO, yet is ſo much aſ- 


Roman and the African . differ; as much d in their 


| 
| 
| 


ö 


24 OISERVATTIONS n CAT O. 
- The two Women inherit the diſſerent Spirits 6f 
[| their Fathers. The Daughter of CATO coneetned 
| deeply for her Father, and the Cauſe of Virtue 
checks an untimely Paſſion, with the Reflectien o 
— ſne bears to yy ne Head r 
Cauſe, and by a great Artifice of the Poet, upon the 
8 s eth Seatof her Lover; diteoders he 
Value for him: This Incident is natural as well a 
neceſſary, ſo that it takes away all Indecency un 
fit for the Daughter of CATO to fall into. On the 
Other fide, LUCIA, of a ſoft and compaſſionate 
Temper, cannot diſguiſe her Thoughts, but after ſhe 
has revealed them, fearful of the Conſequences, re 
| folves to wait the Event of things before ſhe make! 
| her Lover happy: Here is the Timidity and the 
© Pity of her Father; and at the ſame time her Kind 
neſs toe MARCIA engages Her as far as his Friend 
ſhip-0/CATO did him 
Now, Sir, I have run through the Parts of the 
Whole Drama, and I defire you to obſerve how juſt! 
the Plot is work d up from theſe: Characters; and 
how, in the Caraſtrophe, which is of a mixed Na 
tüte, unſortunate Goodneſs is left upon Conjecture 
and to the Gods, and the other 'virtuous Charactres 
d ee 


I ſhould now proceed to the Obſervations I pro 
mis'd you upon the Third Head, but PHARSALIA 
| being ſo often mentioned throllgh the Play, to raiſe 
a juſt Idea of that Victory, I can't” omit tranflating 
* LUCAN'S Deſcription of the Field of Battle a 

ter CESAR was Conqueroerr,rt᷑ 


N 


89 * 96 
G „ — — 2 — — 22 
— : * 


* Book the VII. NE P 
» E ; | | 4 2 ö 


"O5:2xvAaTioNs por CA T0, 15 
hey dire PHARSALLA'S, Plain all enen 


00d, 
t wood the Wolves, arid Tygers, from, a 6 


— — the Lyons wich ber honrid Rood," | 
| py elt his common Prey his FoYow Beaſt, 1 by 


hero riot on a more Luxurious Fealt ; 

he Bears forfook their Caves for loa 3 
un Ind Dogs obſcene ran Howling ofre the Walt ; 
hl Animals that ſcent the Tainted Airr,. 


Smell ſagacious, came exulting there. 
he Birds that wont at Battles to appear. 
ove with the Camp, and hover in the Rear, - 
ame numberleſs, the Kinds that us*d of old, 
o change for milder Nile the Thracian ola; 
orgot the Seaſon in the Prey*s Delight. 

nd wing d their Weſtern Way with latter Vhyhe- 
ever ſuch Flocks of Vulturs heretofore 
bſeurd the Sky, and feather*d all Heaven qere, 
Wor yh! uncommon Weight the loaded ETHERG 

l ** 

ch deſolated Wood ſent forth her Rin! 
he Wood now lab ring only with the Wind 3 5 
l Places round the mighty Numbers filled, - . 
trend Roman Blood from every Tree diſtill d. 
lt on the impious Standards which they bore, 
rickled in frequent Drops the Putrid Gore; 
ft as the Yultur wearied out with Toil, 
er Talonẽs weakentd and ofre-charg*d with Spoil, 
ook her wet Pinions in the Airy Space, : 


he ſcatrer*d Blood. his Triumph to Diſgrace, | 

ll from on high, and ſtain*d the Victores Face. 

or yet could all the Number of the Slain, 

his-Sepulcher, this living Grave obtain, 

nd by the Beaſts converted into Food;. = 
FE, 


DNS nn --- 
- 


b the greateſt Patriot of his Country born down b 


| Calamities, Great Good, and Intrepid. Pity fo 


all theſe the Poet has done him juſtice, it is the lea 
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Or harden into Bone, or flow in Blood; 4 
The Beaſts themſelves their inner Bowels ſpare, 
Nor think the vital Marrow worth their are; 
Nicely the Limbs they Tafte, reject, and chuſe, 
And more than Half the Ronan Hoſt refuſe. 
Whatever Coarſes in the Field they find, 
|  Touchfd by the Sun, or tainted by the Wind 
They careleſs paſs; and leave diſdainfully behind. 
Now, Sir, it is time that I make good my Inten . 
tions of pointing out ſome of the moſt remarkablgf# 
Beauties in this PLAY, but indeed they are ſo nuſſee 
merous, that I muſt refer moſt of cem to your ow. 
Judgment; however I hope you will be farisfieqP * 
with a few.  — 104. Ne 


The Paſſions which the Character of CATO | 
moſt apt to raiſe, are Indignat ion, Admirat ion, ane 
I can*t fell if I mayn't add Pity; Indignation to ſe P. 
ſo much Virtue under ſuch a Cloud of Afffiction er 


ſucceſsful Tyranny, and reduc'd to che Extremity 
either of a Sübmiffon to an ill-got Power, or free 
ing himſelf from it by his own Hande. Admirati 
on in obſerving him even in the midſt of all hel 


ill Succeſs in rhe Publie Caufe, and his Domeſti 
Misfortunes, which are apt ſo much the more tt 
move others, as they affected him leſs. If I fay 


that can be ſaid. A dangerous aud difficult Fask | 
is to manage fo great a Subject, ſo as ro make tht 
Audience intereſted in ev'ry Speech and Aion” 
For as * HORACE ſays, Tha 
— — — 33. . — — ; 4 2 
Pbpiſt. 1. lib. 2. | oY ; 


— 
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hat Fot ventures on a bold Deſign, 
alks on a Ridge, and dances on a Line; 


, ho at-his Will with all my Pafſions plays, 


y Turns excites em, and by Turns allayss, 


Vho makes my Soul with borrow'd Anguniſh groan, 


own. 


Fig 


ki 0: A017 


eep and ſolemn Character than ordinary; go off 
f the Stage with Tears, and thinks it no Shame? 
> confeſs that he himſelf has not only melted int 
ears, but trembled, look'd pile, been fluſh'd wird 
nger, at Reprefentations” adapted ro produtes 
ole different Effects. What the Actors may do 
can't tell, but I am fure I fhould have a mean 


5 ſe@ pinion of the Humanity of the Audience, if they 
tion ere not mov'd by Inſtances of the ſike Nature in- 
n bis PLAY. I pretend not to direct you where ro! 


ite mov'd, but leave that to Nature, let me only 


* | | 
free ggeſt ſome things to you, which perhaps you - 
ui ight not have oblerv'd . Moſt of CATO's Speeches 
there fill'd with Indignation againſt CÆSRR, how: 
y fo DUINTILIAN remarks' that Interrogations agree 
efti{@<!t with Indignation, and heighten the Sentiments/ 


e Second ACT, between DECIUS' and CATO;* 


oth ſhall mention but one of: em: 'DEIUS is there 
E illing him how CASAR was Anxious for his Life, 
eth AI replies, : | | 


C Tut 


) 


” * 
N 8 5 1 9 - 
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ils me with Foreign Fears, and Sorrews not my 


7 ; i 190" $4 is 1)» » A 
.QUINTILIA N- obſerves that he had often ſeen- 
{ors after they had been perſonating ſome more 


Pf this you may'fee ſeveral beautiful :Inſtances iw 


ould he ſave CATO ? Bid him ſpare bat Country- | | 


4 14 | 
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Bout che fineſt and moſt beautiful Inſtance of this 
Natnre is where JUBA ſays in the Fourth ACT, 


| While CATO lives, CASAR will bluſh to ſee 

i! Mankind enſlav'd, and be aſham'd of Empire. 

And he returns, 1 58 8 
CESAR aſbam' d] has he not ſeen PH ARSALIA f 


An Anſwer the fulleſt of Indignation that I ever 
| read, the very mention of PLARSALIA is enough, 
Without any other Exaggeration; for as the fame 
Orator obſerves, there are ſome things (as Murder) 10 
which raiſe our Indignation by the very naming of 
them. But farther, this is not an Inſtance of a Sin- 7 
g but a Complicated Beauty, for according to the h 
ll aboye-cited Author, ſometimes the ſame Words, . 
meerly by altering the ae era, not only In- 


dicate, Affirm, Int errogate, Reproach, Deny, Admire, 
but are Marks of Contempt, Diſdain, and Diminuti- 
on. Conſider Words carefully, try them, you'll 


find the Truth of the Obſervation. 


Give me leave only to mention one thing more, 

( tho? I could never have done with this Subject 
and I will then releaſe you. It is upon a common 
Topic which all our Poets have occafion for ſome 
time or another, an Impoſſibility. What a Work 
do they make here? Sometimes you might as wel 
move OLYMPUS; at others, Stars muſt be graſp' 
at, and the more moderate are contented with mak 
ing Rivers flow backward to the Fountain Head. But 
here oblerve the Judgment of the Poet in the Fir 
ACT, where SEMPRONIUS is telling PORTIUS 
what a Happineſs he ſhould enjoy, if CATO. his 
| Fat hei 


— — 


5 
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a Het her would give him his Siſter MARCIA ; to 
which he replies, | = 


Alaſs ! SEMPRONIUS, wouldſt thou talk of Love 
To: MARCIA, while her Father's Life's in Danger? 
Thou might ſt as well.court the pale trembling Veſtal 
Whey ſhe beholds the Holy Flame expiring. - 


ver 

be You perceive that this is new, beautiful, and ſuited 
er) to the Circumſtances with Judgment:; and that no- 
"of — germ be more agreeable to the Notions of a 
A n. Tonen, than ſuch an Impoſſibility. Beſides that the 


Glance at Religion improves and exalts che Idea to 
the higheſt Pitch. 1 


You will wonder, chaps, that this Subject of 
ros Death, fo fit for a Tragedy, and fo frequent- 
ly applauded in the Latin Poets and *Hiftorians, has 
ever been touched upon before. I find in a Dia- 
gue attributed by ſome to TACIT USy by others 
o QUINTILIAN, that one CURIATIUS MA- 
ERNUS had compos'd a Tragedy upon this Sub- 
ect; and it is probable, by the Hint which HO- 
RACE gives in his Firſt Ode of the Second Book to 
POLLIO, that CATO had a conſiderable Part in 


1 is Tra 77 which he advis'd him to defer Publiſn- 
- ſp" ng, ca atters were better compogd, and forbear 
object which could not but be ungrareful to ma- 


Mat that Time. 


r. I think my ſelf oblig'd to take Notice of one 
his hing more to you, leaſt you ſhould be lead into 
2e Error to the Prejudice of this Admirable Per- 


or mance, and that is, that you would not think ir 
State or Party Play, Nothing can be more ridicu- 


— — . m —_— — 
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Jous than to imagine that either tHe Deſign of th 
Auth, or. any Hints from the Subject, tend hy 
way. CATO is drawn as he truly was; 
Body fate for the Picture but Him, fo it is re 

Aike no body befide Him. He ſtands up for th 
| Conſtitution of his Country, and the Courſe. of it 
| Lawss for Juſtice and Liberty, the: old. Roma 
Principles ; and had He been repre 
his Character had been ill drawn, 
Idea all-Men of Senſe had fram'd of him. 
does the Conſtitution of Rome relate to us? or ho- 
does his Oppoſition to CASAR affect our Govern 
ment? But the falſe Notions of the Zealous will o 
ten: make Vindications of the plaineſt things necel: 
fary, when indeed an Apology for their own-Igno 
rance were more juſt and proper. 


and as n 


ted other wil 
d unlike th 


I ſhall conclude this long Letter, Sir, 
Copy of Verſes to the Author of the Ti 
1 hape you will not the leſs approve of, 
did not requeſt them, as you did theſe Obſervarions 


edy, Mhiel 


/ | 3 | 
Jour Humble Servant, Nc. 


| 
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ON G had the Tragic Muſe forgot to Weep, 
| By modern Operas quite lull'd a-fleep: 
Jo Matter what the Lines, the Voice wagclear, 
hus Senſe was ſacrific'd to pleaſe the Ear-— 
t laſt N One Vit ſtood up in our Defence, 
nd dar'd (O Impudence !) to publiſh ——Senſe; 
Joon then as next the juſt Tragedian ſpoke, * ' 
he Ladies ſigh'd again, the Beaus awoxe. 
hoſe Heads that us d moſt indolent to move 
o Sing-ſong, Ballad, and Sonata Love. 
gan their buried Senſes to explore, 
nd found they now had Paſſions as beſore: 
he Power of Nature in their Boſoms felt, 
ſpite of Prejudice compell'd to melt. 
When CATO's firm, all Hope of Succour paſt, 
olding his ſtubborn Virtue to the laſt, 
ew, with Joy and conſcious Tranſport fir'd, 
e Sou] of Rome in One Great Man retir'd : 

Him, as if She by Confinement gain'd 2 


. Pos: and Energy are higher-ſtrain'd 

en when in Crowds of Senators ſhe reign'd ! 

IO well ſcorn'd the Life that CASAR. gave, 

hen Fear and Weakneſs only bid him fave : 

t when a Virtue like his own revives. 

e Hero's Conſtancy with Joy he lives. 

Obſerve the juſtneſs of the Poet's Thoughts 

hoſe ſmalleſt Excellence is want of Faults: 

; Without affected Pomp and Noiſe he warms; 
aut the gaudy Dreſs of Beauty charms. 


— — — 


Jon if The Spefaror, | 
* n 5 | Love | 


4 
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* Upon Mr. A DDIsO Ns CA TO, 
e the old Subject of the Buskin'd Muſe, 

Reju us, but fuch as Roman Vitgins uſe- 5 

A Virtuous Love, chaſtis'd by pureſt Thou 2 
Not from the Faney, but from Nature 

3 Wich leſſen d Wonder, now = 

r former Wits, and all your Bards of old; 

Je HNSO N out- vy d in his own we E6Hfels * : 

And 13 that SHAKBSPEAR'S ſelf now ple: 

eſos. 

While PHEABUS binde the Tavrel on tis Brow 
Riſe up, ye Auſes and ye Pe bow: 

| Superiour Worth with Rdmiration greet 

And place him neareſt t to his PHABUS Seat. 
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EA and C 
g *. 5 | ae WT; vw EIN +l } 
By Mr. STEELE. 


ALLUST has tranſmitted to us two 
very great but very different Perſonages, 
| CESAR and CATO, and placed them to- 
* gether in the moſt judicious manner fox ap- 
ins to advantage, by the alternate Light and. 
ade of each other: C Akts Bounty, Maguißz 
ce, Popular and Sumptuous Entertainments. 
le an univerſal Affection; CAT Os Parſimony, 
egrity, auſtere and rigid Behaviour commanded 
univerſal Reverence: None could do an ungen- 
e thing before CXSAR, none a looſe one before, 
TO: To one *twas Recommendation enough 
be Meſerable, to the other to be Good: To, 
ESAR all Faults were pardonable, to CATO, 


partial 


dne: One gave, oblig'd, 
fferently; Ether blabr d 


y : CESAR was 5 = 
een CATO the Bane'of the” Wicked: 'CATO, 


pity'd and ſuccour'd in- 
i and condemn d 
the Refuge of the Un- 


had 
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- careleſs of either, but as it ſerv'd his Intereſt 


{| the firſt and happieſt of all Men: In his 


— — 


* 


had rather - be, than ſeem Good; CESAR wa 


CATO's Sword was the Sword of juſtice 
CSA R's that of Ambition: CS AR had an ex 
cellent common Senſe and right judgment of Oc 
caſion, Time and Place; the other blunt Man 
derſtood nor Application, 1 how to be in the 
right, but was. generally «ſo out of Seafon 
CASAR's Manner made even his Vice charming 
CATO's even his Virtue diſagreeable : CASAR 
inſinuated Il, CAT O intruded Good: CEST 
in his Sayings, his Actions and his Writipgs, wa 

> — 
he had a conſtant Wit and right Reaſon; in hi 
Actions, Gallantry and. Succeſs; in his Writing 
every thing that any Author can pretend to, an 
one which perhaps no Man elſe ever had; he mer 
tiqns himſelf with a good Grace. Thus it wal 
very natural for CS AR, adorn'd with every Art 
Maſter of every neceſſary Quality, either for Ut: 
or Ornament, with a ſteddy and well-placed In 
duſtry to our run CATO, and all like him, wh 
had none and deſir'd none, but (an ever weak 
Party ) the Good for his Friends. 


Nov this fort of Men were CESAR od CATO 
and by theſe Arts they arriv'd at that height 
which has left one's Name proverbial for a Nobbi 
and Princely Nature, t'other's for an Unmov'd and 
Inexorable Honeſty : Yet, without following en 
thro? all the handſome Incidents and Paſſages. 0 
Life, we may know 'em well enough in Miniature 
by beholding em only in their manner of dying 
Por in thoſe Laſt Minutes, the Soul and Body bout 
collect all rheir Force, ether bra! 'ely to oppoſe th; 


Enemy 


HH Compariſon between CATO and CASAR: 


; eau. or gracefully receive the Conqueror; 
waWveatn.., * -: 9 Qu _— | 5 
ereſt CESAR, by a long Tract of Succeſſes, was now 
iſtice hecome apparent Maſter of his Country, but with 
1n ex Security that's natural to gallant Men Heroically 
f Ocorgave the moſt. inveterate of his Oppoſers. Now 
n ri-geoas he follow'd with Applauſe, Renown and Ac- 


lamation: His Valour had ſubdu*d the Bodies, his 
lemency the Minds of his Enemies; And how 
oleſs*d muſt the Earth be under his Command, 
ho ſeems to court Dominion for no other End, 
ut to indulge an inſatiable Mind in the glorious 
Pleaſures of beſtowing and forgiving ? This was 
he Figure CESAR bore in the World's Opi- 
in hifion, but not in, CATOCS. He was there a 
Tyrant in ſpite pf the Gloſs of Succeſs and of For- 
une, which could. not create Appearances bright 
nough to dazzle his Eyes from Coing the Traitor 
n the Conqueror: He knew to give a Man his 
wn as a Bounty was but a more impudent Rob- 
* Ulery, and a. Wrong improved by the:Slavery of 
ed Inn Obligation: He juſtly and generouſly difdain*d 
hq; hat his Fellow-Citizen ſhould pretend to be his 
weal.ord; to this honeſt Mind a Pardon was but a more 
rrogant Inſult, nor could he bear the Apprehen- 
Pon of ſeeing his Equal inflict upon him a tyranni- 
TO. Forgiveneſs : What then muſt this unhappy 
eightFood Man do? Whither ſhall opprefs*d Virtue 
Nobiefly from Slavery? From Slavery? No. Be is 
'd andtill Free Lord of himſelf, and Maſter - of his 
g enpaſſions; CXSAR is the Captive ; he is Shackleq, 
ges oſpe is Chainfd, and the numerous Troops which he 
atureSoaſts rhe Companions of his Triumphs, and his 
ing Plories, are but ſo many Witneſſes of his Shame 
bound Confuſion, to whom he has by an open U- 
{> the | 1 ſurpation 
nem! 5 


1 
= 
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'A Compariſon between CATO and CH SAN 
ſurpation manifeſted his broken Faith, falſe Pro! 
feſſion, and proſtituted Honour. But how fa" 
this Impreſſion of intrinſicx Glory and Happine(F* 
in ſincere though diſtreſs*d Virtue; and the Sen 
of a wicked Man's abject, though proſpero 
Condition (which CATOfts Philoſophy gave him 
did avail in his Afflicted Hours; the Feſolutio 
he is going to take will demonſtrate. I 


He had now at Urica freſh and ſhocking Intell 
gence of the gathering Adherents to his Enemy, an 
could read in his own Company, the mere Follow 
ers of Fortune, in their Countenance, but obſerv' 
it with a negligent and undaunted Air, concern! 
only for the Fate of others, whoſe weak my 


themſelves made em the Objects of his Compaſſogſi" 
alfo. It was viſible by a thouſand little officioup! 
things he did, he was refolv'd to leave this bayi: 
World: For he ſpent the Day, which he deſign' r 
ſhould be his laſt, in a certain Vanity of Goodneſst! 
He Conſulted, Perfuaded, and difpatch'd all ht 
thought neceſſary for the Safety of thoſe that were 
about him; which Services they receiv'd from hin 
whoſe Intent they ſaw, with Tears, and Sham" 
and Admiration. EC4, . : 
He continued the whole Evening this affeteFvi 
Enjoyment of his Friend's Anxiety for him, whicÞo 
he rais'd by ſet Diſcourſes, and abated, or ratheÞn 
confirm'd by a ſtudied Indifference, till he went tc 
Bed, where he read PLATO's Immortality, at 
G ueſſes at a Future Life At laft he enquir'd fo: 
his Sword, on purpoſe miſſaid by his Son; tr? 
did not immediately bring it, which he ſeem d tin 
take no notice of, but again feil ro his Book: Acc 


© 
* - 
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Pro er his ſecond Lecture, he again wanted his Sword - 
Their Heſitation in letting him haye it, threw him 
ito an unſeemly Rage, and Expoſtulation with 
is Friends, whoſe obliging Sorrow with-held it: 
What has he done, what has he committed, to be 
detray'd into the Hands of his Enemy? Had 
ATO's Wiſdom ſo far left him, that he muſt he 
liſarm'd, like a Slave and a Madman? What had 
is Son ſeen ſo indiſcreet in his Father, that he was 
jot to be truſted with himſelf? To all this cruel 
nd intemperate Queſtion he was anſwer'd with the 
umbleſt Behaviour, tendereſt Beſeeching, and 
eepeſt Bſteem : They implor'd his Stay amongſt 
m as their Genius, their Guardian, and Benefa- 
or; Among the reft, a fond Slave was put- 
ing in his Reſiſtance, and his Affliction, for 
which he daſh'd the poor Fellow's Teeth out with 
is Fiſt, and forc'd out of the Room his lamenting 
riends, with Noiſe, and Taunt, and Tumult; a 
ttle while after had his Hand, with which he 
ruck his Servant, dreſs'd, lay down, and was 
Weard- to Snore; but ſure we may charitably e- 
Jough believe, from all this unquiet Carriage, that 
Wie Sleep was diſſembled, from which as ſoon as 
eawak'd, he Stabb'd himſelf, and fell on the 
'loor : His Fall alarm'd his wretched Dependants 
vhoſe Help he reſiſted by tearing open his own 
bowels, and ruſhing out of Life with Fury, Rage, 


ind Indignation. | 


him 


ntelli 
Y, ani 
low 
ferv' 


Fecte 
whic 
rathet 
ent t a 
„ 2% This was the applauded Exit of that Noble Ro- 
d ſofſan, who is ſaid with a ſuperior and invincible 
the onſtancy to have eluded the Partiality of Fortune, 
n d [1d eſcap'd the Incurſion upon the Liberty of his 
ountry : It ſeems then, had he liv'd, his ven 
RF 12 
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| had been loſt, and his r ſtill free, an 
CESAR che Uſur per, a Bond-Man and Slave 

were but mere Words: for his Opinion of. thing 
| — in reality ſtunn d by Succeſs, and he dy'd di 
| pointed of the ima 8 Self - Exiſtance h 
ih — = os of Thoughts had promis'd him, by: 
Action below the Precepts of His Philoſophy, ar 
the Conſtancy of bis Life. 


Thus did CATO leave the World, for whi 
andeed he was very unfit, inthe Hands of the mo 
skill'd Man in it, who at his Entrance on its En 
pire excell'd his paſt Glorious Life, by uſin 
with ſo much Temper and Moderation, what | 
had purchas'd with fo much Bloodſhed and Vie 
arg But we muſt leave at preſent this buſy a 
Inceſſant Mind to the Meditation of Levelling ina 
ceſſible Mountains, checking the Courſe of the ( 
cean, and correcting the Periods of, Time: W 
muſt leave him imploy'd, in modelling the Un 
verſe (now his own) in the ſecure Enjoyment of 
Life hitherto led in illuſtrious Hazards, and no 
every way fafe, but where 'tis its Beauty to | 
open, to the Treachery of his Friends. 


